B. XPS
The Ni 3p and Cr 3s region was peak fitted with the peak positions determined as indicated in Table  I The Ni content was determined using XPS according to:
Ni content = Effective Ni 3p peak area / (Effective Ni 3p peak area + Effective Cr 3s peak area) where the effective Cr 3s and Ni 3p peak areas are those which include the satellite features and are divided by the relative sensitivity factor (RSF) for the particular orbital (0.596 for Cr 3s and 2.22 for Ni 3p). The Cr 3s and Ni 3p peaks were chosen as they have very similar binding energies and so very similar kinetic energies and inelastic mean free paths. As a result, they both corre- spond to the same effective probing depth. The inelastic mean free paths were estimated to be 3 nm using the Tanuma 
